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PREACHED FF + 
®1n.S; Peter's Weſtminſter, on the firſt þ 


Sunday -in Advent , at the Confreration fo | 
of the Right Reverend Fathers in God - bk 


«- 4) oaNn Lord Biſhop of Durham; 
JWi.11a3 Lord Biſhop of S. David's; 


 BrxG JAMIN L.Biſbop' of Peterborough, | p 
SHocn Lord Biſbop of Landaft, 


Ricuary Lord Biſbop of Carliſle, 
: 9BRIAN Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, and 


Jor OHN Lord Bijvop of ExeTtR. 
By W.S.B.D. 


Apoc. I, 20. - Seprem Stelle Angels fant Seprem Ecclef arms, a 
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CHRIST on 


| | Para, ac Dbuino, 


1" JOH AN NI Er:scoro| 


. tt. 


DUNELMENSTI, 1 


EOQUE NOMINE JURA 


| | HABENTI CoMITIS PALATINI 
| | 


SACRE THEQLOGIE PROFESSORI 
VETERIS SCRIPTVRARUM CANONIS 
ADSERTORI, ET VINDICH 


| {PETROBURGENSIS Ex DECANO, 
Pn DESIONATO, - 


| DUNELMENSIS D1u CANONICO, JAM - | 
| ETIAM Kayty:, 


ECCLESLE! ANGLICANE ET FILIO, ET PATRI. Opriho 
| 7 


HODIERN-E, ET NuPERE, Op- _ 
| ROMAN ' PVGNATORI STREVO, 
VETERIS, ET IMTVEz VT &. 


-e ADMIRATORI PERPETVO; 


Scvuron DEVOTISSIMS, - 
COuoline, 2 Ownly xp 
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FELT INVIRIVSQVE FORTVN SEV ITY SEV LvBRICIS - 
| © EODEM ANIMI TENORE vsvs,: +: 
__ * NoxDVM PaR ANIMO PERICVLVM INVENIT: {| : | 
| CUI, BON, MAL. 9; FAM. MEDIO PERGENTL, | | 
NEC AB EA, QVAM FIEXERAT ECCLESI A, 
VERITATIS LINIA RECEDENTI VSPLAM, | | 
(UTPOTE NEC Hv]Jvs CONVITIIS TERRITO, - 
.  NECILLIVS ILLECEBRIS DELINITO; ) i 
 UBiq; SVI SIMILL, UNDIq; Tiers = 
 CeSSIT TANDEM CALVMNIA, | 
NON VICTA SOLVM ,- SED ET IRIVMPHATA, ii 7] 
ET, QYANTVMVIS GARRVLA , OBMVTVIT-: | 


HANC CONCIVNCHLAM; 


i Th VSSV CONCEPTAM, Pe (INe iis quidem | 
g Ss A omifſis, que, prz 1 ”— 
| ow! SS NATAM AVSPICIIS, fuga remporis, vi- | | 
' |] HORTATV, ET MANDATO vavoxexequinon | | 
© IN LVCEM EDITAM®) poruir, | | 


PERPETV OBSERVANTLE PIGNVS; 3 Mmydourr , 
| L, MQ. D. D. CQ. 

GUILHELMUS SANCROFT, 
PRESBYTER INDIGNVS, - , 
PATERNITATI EJUS ASACRIS. "| 
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Tru Yew XgTeAmy 0% oy KginTy , bye me AMimavTa &ndogduon, x} gracious 
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For this cauſe left I thee in Creet, that thou Jhouldeſt ſet 
. #n order the things, that are wanting, and ordain 
LD Elders in every City, as I had appointed thee. 


= His £Ep:/ile is one of the three, not unfitly 
| Riyled the Fierarchical Epiſtles, de ftatu 
| Eccleſtaſtico compoſite, as (a) Tertullian (a) Adv. 
e | ſpeaks: being ſo many Reſcripts Apoſto- 34259945 
lical to Timothie, and Titus( the One deſired * St, ad 
P.u! to ſtay at Epheſus, Primate of Aſia; the Other left $"4;1-m 
in Creet, ) Metropolitan of that, and (b) the neighbour in C--leg. 
Iſlands ; ) direcing them, (c) how they ought to behave WH Fg. 
| themſetves inthe Houſe of God,which is the Church of the ( c)1 Tim. 
| | living God. True,and genuine Decretal Bpifiter not 77) f:4-D 
(- like that counterfeit Ware, which (d) 1/idore Merca- Blondelli 
8 tor, under venerable Names, hath had the Hardineſs to F/u«e-t/- 
obrrude upon the World ; but of the right ſtam ,-and'(e) De DoF, 


alloy; and ſuch, as :St. Auguſtine faith, (e) a Biſhop Chriſtian. 
—BÞ h 


ought .4- cap. 16. 


a 


ought always to carry in his. Hand; and to have be- 


fore his Eyes. 
The Verſe, I have read: to. you,. following immedi- 
ately upon the Sahjutation, begins the body of the E- 


by 
_ PerſpeFive, gives. us, from. the very Front, a fair Pro- 
ſpect inte the Contents of the whole. Irt.is, as it were, a 


kind of Magical Glafs ; in which: an Eye, not blind 


with Ignorance, nor blear'd with Pafiion, may ſee di- 
ſtinatly the tace of the Primitive Church,in that-Golden 
Ape of the Apoſlles;. the Platform: of her Govern- 
ment; the beautifull Order of her Hrerarchie; the 


Original, and Derivation of her chief Officers., and. 
their ſubordination both to one another, and to 


(F)1 Per.ii.. Chriſt, (f) the great Biſhop of our Souls,.in the laſt Re- 


"25; 


point of Ord;nation, and Furisd:fion too. Forhere we 


have Ilezsfuriess x2! moAlvy. Elders, that is Biſhops c aS- 
ſhall be ſhewed in due time) diſpos'd of City by City 
in every City One: theſe Biſhops both ordained, and: 
ordered; conſtituted, and: corrected; created, and: 


Cn overhned by 7z7as alone; and ſo He, in-right of the 
(S)Vide Re- remiſes, no other, than ('g ) Metropolitan, or Arch- 
Armachan. B:ſhop.there; the Angel, or the Arch-Angel rather of 


es rhe whole Church of Creet. If you ask, who fix'd Him 


Rag-7 1,72. FNC Intelligence of ſo large an Orbe; 'twas St. Paul” 


-.. himſclf; (You have that roo in the Text) For this 
© Cauſe left T thee jn Geet. If yet higher, your Curioſity 
will needs: ſee the Derivation of St. Pau!'s Power too; 

He opens his Commiſſion, verſe 1. and ſpreads it be- 
fore. You, ſtyling himſelf 2 Servant of God, and an A- 


poſtte. 


pyſte it ſelf;. and, like an ingenious, and. will-contriv'd: 


fort ;. together with the Manage, and DireC@tion of 
the moſt important Acts of the Government, both in- 


\ 
4 
gin 


—_— 
» 


ſhops of the Church, like thoſe bleſſed  miniſtring L* 


(3). 


poſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, One ſent abroad into the World 
b 


y His Commiſſion, ated, and affiſted by His Spirir, 
ro plant, and to govern Churches after this Scheme, 
and Model. So that my. Text, like (h) Homer's Sym- (6) 11. 9. 
bolical Chan, contiſts, you ſee, of many Links; bur 
the Highelt is tyed to the foot of bs wif Throne : or 
rather, like Jacob's myſterious Ladder, the Foot of 


tr ſands below in Betrhei; the Houſe of God, (1) 0). Sen 
1H 5 xaqani os + 4exly, the Head of it is in Heaven 


» Verfio, LxX. 


and God himſelf ſtands at the top of it, and (1) leans (1) 7. v. 13, 
ypon it, and -keeps it firm; Angels aſcending, and Je. Vulg.ErDo 


ns : ” minum the 
ſcending upon it in the intermedial degrees ; the Bi- nixumſcale. 


BoregneuTo 


Spirits, inceſſantly bringing down the Commands of 7 avs. 


God to the Church in their Dotrine, and carrying up 
the Prayers of the Church before God's 'Throne, in 
their holy Offices, and Interceſſions. So that, you ſee, © 


this holy (m) Oy4, which without meaſyre was ſhed upon (m) Pal. 


the Head of our great High Prieſt, (n) (all Power berng (xxx 3- 
given to Him, riot —— CA runs down in (6) nn 
full ſtream #pox the Beard, { for, (0) As my Fither ſent (0) Joh xx 
me, ſaith he to his Diſciples, even ſo ſend Tyou;) and fo * * 

by, and through them to their Succeſſours, holy Bi- 

ſhops, and Presbyters, even down to the shirts of his 
Garment: For in this comely, 'and exquiſite Order, 

we find it in my Text, For this Cauſe I (Paul an A- 

poſtte of Jeſus Chriſt, left thee (Titus) in Creet, that thou 


Jhoxldeſt ſet in order C or, corrett ) the things, that are 


wanting, and ordain Elders in every City,as T had ap- 
pornted thee. | | 


In which words we have theſe three Parts. 
Firſt, The Ere&ion of a Power in the Perſon of 


B 2 Titus; 


(4). = ol : 
Titnss x Metropolitical Power over the whole Iſland 
of.Creet : I left thee inCreet. 

Secondly, The end of this Inſtitution, or the Uſe, 
and Exerciſe of this Power, in a double Inſtance, Z 
Grdogddy, 5 x921ivar, ro Order, and to Ordain; to Cor- _. | 
_- ref, and Conſtitute; to make Biſhops, and to govern 
il (p)Theoply!. them; (p ) Ker, 5 xegorias as the Greek Scholia © | 
| mHpoth. haye it: For this cauſe---that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order © . 

what.was wanting, and ordain Elders in every City. [ 
Thirdly, The Limitation of All to Apottolical 
' Preſcript, and Dirc&tion; both Ordination, and Ju- 
riſdition too, the whole Office muſt be managed, 
Qs io) 01 eratdulw, As I had appointed thee. Theſe are 
the Parts. ” 
Oi which that. I may ſo ſpeak, and you: ſo hear, 
and. all of us fo remember, and fo praftice; that God's 
holy Name may be glorified, and we all built up in the 
knowledge of that Trurh, which is according unto 
Godlineſs; We beſeech God the Father, in the Name 
of his Son Feſ#us Chriſt, to give. us the aſſiſtance of 
his Holy Spirit. So 4 & 
And in theſe, and all other our Supplications , let us al- 
ways remember to pray for Chriſt's boly Catholick Church, 
1.e. for the wholeCongregation of Chriſtian people,diſperſed 
thorough the wkole World; That it would pleaſe Almighty 
God to purge out of it all Schiſm, Errour, and Hereſfie, 
and to unite all Chriſtians in: one holy bond-of Faith, and 
Cherity ; that ſo at length the happy Day may dawn upon 
#5, in;which all that do confeſs his Holy Name, may agree "4 
inthe truth of his holy Word, and live in Unity, and godly | 
| Love. More eſpecially let us pray for the Churches of En- 1 
gland,Scotland, and Ireland : 7bat the .God:of Peace, ny . 
| maketD. 


ET ON OT es ned 


<0 ae Oe SA 4 I 


C453 


_ maketh men to be of one mind in a Houſe, would make us 


All of one Soul, and of one Spirit that again we may meet 
together, and praiſe Him with one Hart, and Mouth, and 
worſhip Him with one Accord in the Beauty of Holineſs.To- 
this end, I am to require you moſt eſpecially to pray for the- 
King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, our Sovereigu. Lord 
Charles, &y the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland- 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith,and Supreme 
Governour in theſe Hu Realms,and in all other. HisDomi- 
nions,and Countries,cuer all Perſons,in all Cauſes,as well 
Eccleſraſtical,as Temporal : that God would eſtabliſh His- 
Throne in righteouſneſs,and His Seed to all Generations. 
Alſo. for our gracious Lady Mary the Queen-Mother, for 
the moſt Illuſirious Prince James, Duke of York, and for 
the whole Royal Family:that God would take them all into - 
his Care, and make them the Inſtruments of his Glory,and 
the good and welfare of theſeNations.Furthey let us pray” 


for the Miniſters of God's holy Word, and Sacraments as - 


well Arch-Biſhcps, and Biſhops,as other Paſtours,and Cir 
rates; for the Lords,and others of his Majeſtie's moſt ho- 
nourable Cruncil; and for all the Nobility,and Magiſtrates 
of the Realm : that All, and every of theſe, in-thety ſeveral 
Callings,may ſerve truly,and painfully to theGloryof God, 


bring the account that they muſt make. Let us alſo pray 

for the Oniter ities of this Land, Cambridg, and Ox- 

ford:that God would water them with his Grace,and ſtill” 
continue them the Nurſeries of. Religion,and Learning $0. 
the whole Land. Lei us pray for the whole Commons of this * 
Realm:that remembring at laſt, from whence they are faln, 
they may repent, © dothe firſt, works,living henceforth in * 


faith,and fear of Godin humble obedience to their King, 
B.3 _ 


Et the eaifying,nnd well governing of his People, remem-. 


and in brotherly Charity _ to atot her, Finally, let us 
praiſe God for all thoſe, that ave already departed out of 
this life in the Faith of Chriſt, and pray unto God, we : 
' may have Grace to divett cur hues after their good Ex- 
 amples ; that, this life ended, we may be made partakers : | 
with them of the glorions Reſurretticn in the life Ever- 
laſting. For which, and for all cther needfull Bleſſmes, let 
7115 ſay together the Prayer of our Lord, who hath taught 
1 to ſay, Our Father, &c. | 


For thjs cauſe left T thee in Creet, &c. 
The Erefting of the Power, that's the firſt; 1 
beft thee in Creer, Where we have theſe Particulars : © 
The Original of this Power, in Zgo; the ſubje&t of Y 
it, in Te, Ego Te; the Conveyance in Ego Reliqut ; 
.and the Exrtenr, in Reliquz Crete, or zn Creta, 
I. I left thee; T the Apoſile of Jeſus Chriſt (verl.1.) 
left thee Mine : there's the Source, and the Stream ; 
the Original and the Derivation of All ; *twas from 
our Lord, by his Apoſtle : 1did it,his Commiſſioner. 
_ (1) And therefore, Firſt, Not a Suffragan of St. Peter, 
(a) $uzr. as ſome of the Romiſh Partizans would fain have it:(q) 
adv. fe. who, to ſerve the oyer-high pretenſes of that Court, 
pr ey ?; , Are not content to Dogmatize, That St. Peter was the 
{:rm. de R. Prince, and Sovercign of the Apoſtles ; and his very 
4 ap, 1. Succefſours ſuperiour to the Apoſtles, that ſurvived 
THIF. 0.243. | | : 
Mazal. in 7, Him; and Thar, they being once All dead, there was 
er beat never ſince any Power in the Church, but in Succeſſi- 
12, on to Him, and by Derivation from Him ; dare yet 
higher, and with ſtrange confidence pronounce, 'That 
the Apoſtles themſelves were all ordained by St.Peter, 
and He alone by Chriſt: and That, when the G2 L 
on 0 | 


Ghoſt ſaid, (r) Separate < Barnabas, and Saul, for the (r)AQ xiii 
work, whereunto I have called them; they were thereupon * 
ſent up to Jeruſalem, to be ordained by St. Petey. Aﬀfir- 
mations ſo very ſtrange, that I know not what can be 
f , more; unleſs this be rhat they ſhould think them 
paſſable with us, upon the Authority of (s) Petrus Co (s) Hi. 48. 
meſtor, the Scholaſiick Hiſtorian, and thoſe ſuſpeAed 2 © 70. 
(t) Decretals of the falſe Merchant, I mention'd at (t) 4nacter7, 
the beginning. Whereas for the Impoſition of Hands 75% E 
upon Barnabas, and Saul (were it a Bleſling, or were 
it (u)an Ordination) tis plainly inferred, verſe 3.to have (®)Asour 
been perform'd upon the Place by the Perſons men- £017. 
tion'd, verſe 1. And St. Paul, for his particular, in the haye derer- 
Front of every Epiſtle, enters his Proteſtation aginſh Manes. Sec 
all this, as if he had foreſeen it; {till qualifying himſelf. :at:or be- 
(wan Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt by the will of God; (x)an A- © the Li- 
. : ny 1n the 
poſt Ie,not of Men,nor by Man,but ('y) by the Commandment Conſecra- 
.of God our Saviour; and accordingly you may ſee him !9n of BB.. 
conteſting it to the height, both againſt Peter, and the (7)? Tim.iz 
reſt, Gal.1,&2.Chapters throughout : That the Goſpel} (x) Gal.i. 1. 
he preach'd was not of Man, the Apoſtleſhip he exercis'd (Y) I Tim.t. 
was not from Man; but the one by immediate Reve- Ck. i. v. 11. 
lation, the other by Aſſignation from Heaven it ſelf, }: 72: p 
So thar, having receiv'd his Miſſion thence, and his In- © * *** 
ſtruQions too, he thought it unneceſſary to confer with v. 16. 
fleſh, and blbod, to apply himſelf to any Mortal man, 
| for the enhancing of either. He went up indeed fo Fe- v-18. 
ruſjalem to vifit Peter three years after his Converſion ; 
and yet once again,(z) fourteen years after, he returned-(z) Ch. ii. 
thither, and had Conference with James, and Cephas, \- © 
and John; but theſe Pillars added nothing to him ; v.g.. 
neither eſtabliſhed his Authority, nor. advanced: his 
Knowledg:. 


. 
Ry go re — a 


lib, 1.cap. 14 


(8) 


vl. Knowledg: and Titus thimſelf was preſent at the 


' enterview, and ſo an Eyc-witnefs, that 7» nothing he 
came behind the very _ Apoſttes; tor they all gave 


v: 9: him the right hand of Fellowſhip, far from exaCting the 


right hand of Preheminence - and ſo Paul an Apoſile of 
 Zeſus Chriſt, not a Deputy of the Apoſtolical College, 
' "much leſs a Suffragan of St. Peter, or his Legate a /a- 
fere, as was pretended, Bur, 
| (2.) Not a Diſciple of Gamalel. For there is a Dsſ- 
prter of this World, who having laid it down for a 
. Principle with himſelt (indeed his gem vine ) That 
all pretence of Eccleſical Puwer, as from Chriſt ts but an 
Impoſttire, is thereupon obliged to give ſuch an ac- 
compt of the Appearances of it in the New Teſtament, 
as may ſuir with rhis Poſtulatum-: and accordingly, for 
| the particular of Impoſition of Hands for Ordination 
(a)DeSyned. of Blders (a) will have it onely the purſuance of a 
Tewiſh Cuſtom, which St. P.zul learned at the feet of 
his Maſter Gamalel, under whom he Commenc'd El- 
der, before he was Chriſt;an, and thereupon, after, 
% : | | 4 wo 
© thought good to create his own Diſciples to the ſame 
(b)Pag.571 Dignity (according to (b) the Law of thoſe Schools) 
4995 and 7;tus amongſt the reſt, whom he Jef? in Crete, to do 
poreft Diſei= the like, and fo Conſtitute his Scholars Elders too, in all 
pulos ſues ris the Cities, where he ſhould preach. A Diſcourſe ſo 
" re7%* looſe, and incoherent, that 'its not worth your while to 
Rand by, and ſee it fall in pieces, which it would quick- 
(c)SeeDr. [y- do (were it not already done (c) to our hands) upon 
"FRibhes 2 gentle Examination. I ſhall onely remind you of 
&. what was faid before upon the former Particular, and 
Re7-55 fo leave it in Compromite to any Indiflerent ; Whether 
'St. Paul, the Apoſile of Feſas Chriſt, who fo Rout. - 
ct 


P» 569, WIC. 


fuſcth to MKeleve of Saint Petey himſelf, or the reſt 
of the Afoſites, as owing his whole Commiſſion 
to Heaven alone, would yet acknowledg to hold it 

of &. Gamaliel, the unconverted Jew, as uſher of his 

Schole, or Graduate in a Rabbinical Academie. 

( 3.) (Yet turther,to vindicate our ſelves) An Apoſtle 
of Jeſus Chriſt, not a Delegate of the Civil Magittrate. 

For (d) Suarez, the Spani/h Jeſuite,that he may have (a) orga 
ſomething to confute in the Engl;/h Sect (as he will hz cap. 
needs call us) faith confidently, That the Power of num. 12. 
Order with us is nothings elſe, but a Deputation of b 
certain petſons by the Temporal Magiſtrate to do 

thoſe Aats, which he himſelf much more might do ; 

made _ indeed with ſome kinde of Ceremonies, but 

thoſe eſteemed Arbitrary, and unneceſſary to the Et- 
fe&t,which would follow as well without them, by the 

King's fole Deputation. A Calumny ,which the whole 

Buſineſs of this Day moſt ſolemnly refutes : a kinde 

of a ſecond Nag's-head Fable, a Fill of the ſame 

Race, both Sire, and Dam, begotten by the Father of 

Lies upon a ſlanderous Tongue, and ſo ſent Poſt 

about the World, to tell falſe Tidings of the Engi/h ; 

as credible, as that our Kings Excommunicate, or that 

Queen El;zaveth Preached. Would they haye been 

_ juſt, or ingennous, they ſhould have laid the Brat at 

the Phyſician's door, who was the Father of it : Not 

the beloved Phyſician, though his Name comes nigh ; 

( Eraſins, but not 'Azzmns) no, his Praiſe was not 

in the Goſpel, but a Phyſician in Gezeva, learned, 

and Emfnent enough. "Tis remarkable, thar, in the _ 

ſame Place, and much about the ſame Time (fo un- 
| lucky an. Aſcendent hath Errour, and Miſtake, upon _ 

CROSS C ſome 


10 

ſome Perſons!) hats Thee: Conceits be hatched 
concerning Church-Government, which, like Three 
Furies, have vext the quiet of the Church ever fince, 
For the Con/iſtorial, and Congregational Pretenſes 
were Twins of the fame Birth; though the Younger 
ſerv'd the Elder, and, being much over-power'd, ſunk 
in the ſtream of Time, till it appeared again in this un- 
happy Age, among(t the Ghoſts of ſo many reviv'd 
Errours, that have eſcap'd from their Tombs, to walk 
up and down, and diſturb the World, And notlong 
atter this Phy/eczan tov, wouid needs fiep out of his 
own Profeſiion, to miitake in two other at once, 
Policy, and Divinity, running a riſque of ſetting ill- 
Underſtanding betwixe them, had not Abler, and 
Wiſer Heads then He, ſtept in,and fo evenly cut the 
thred, ſo exadtly ſtated the Controverlie, and aſſerted 
the very Duc on either fide; that there remains now 
no ground,cither of Jealoufic among Friends, or, one 
would think, of Slander irom Enemics, And yer, 
even ſome of our own tco (which we have reaſon 
more deeply to reſcnt ) would needs bear the World 
in hand, when Time was, That the Claim of Epiſco- 
pal Power, as from Chri57, and his Apoſtles, was an 
Affault upon the Right of our Kings, and tended 
ro the Diſheriſon of the Crown. As it the Calling 
might not ſtand by Divine Right, and yet the Ad- 
'ancts, and Appendages of it by Humane Bounty : As 
it rhe Office it felt might not be from Chr257, and yer 
the Exerciſe of it onely by, and under the Permiſſion 
of Pious Kings: or,As if the Church might not ow theo 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven both that of Order, 
and that of Jitriidiation too (purely Spiritual,l mean, 

and 


11 

and without any Tei 26) to. the Donation 
of Chriif?t, and yet, at the ſame time, ow all the Co- 
ative Power in the External Regiment (which is one 
of the Keys of rhe Kingdoms of this World, for the 
enforcing of Obedience by conſtraint) to the Polztical 
Santtzon. Theſe things thus clearly diſtinguiſh'd, I 
cannot ſee why we may not with ſome Conſequence in- 
icr the ApciFolical, and, at leaſt, in Conſequence 
thereupon, the Divine Right of our Eccleſtaftical 
Hierarchie, how harſh foceyer it ſounds, either at - 
{Rome, or Genicva; and though the Hills about (e) Trent {Bf cou 
reſounded loud with the Ercho of that Noiſe, and ſtiff Tl lib. 7. 
Debate, which paſt upon that Argument within the: 
Walls of thar Conncel, However they like it, on this 
ſide the Fs, or beyond. St. P.zul ſtands firmly by us 
and voucheth the Grand Charter of his ApoiFol ite for 
all: Me, me, adſum, gui feci ---- "Twas I, the Apoſile of 
Feſus Chri#?, that leit 7zins to ordain Elders in Creet;and 
What Kgogyzr Will be found for this Argument ? 
Twas ihe Holy Ghoi?, that made you Biſhops, taith the 
tame ApoiTle (t) to the Elders at Miletns; 1o that theſe (1) AX xx+ 
are no Mzlefian Fables, bur (g) the Words of Truth, and 7 o) Ads 
Soberneſs, a part of the Holy, and Divine reaZaniany, XXVE 25- 
the real Acts, and Ges7's of the Apoitles of Chrai?,nay the 
Att, and Deed of Chris? himfſelt by his Apos7les,accord- 
ing to that ule of the Hebrews, (h) Apoolus,cujusgq;est, woo Gy 
ut giuz{ſgue. Andio much for the Original of the Power, © vr 

] go on (11) to the Subjef?, and thar is Titns:Fgo Te, Tm: 1m 


| Td dt chin, 
I Left Thee. fl 41.2, 


(i.) Thee faſt, mine HoiF, and of the whole Church. | FRY 
2 2 ; | ( C 
For, when the Jews, at Corznth, (i) contrad;tted, and (19. 6. 


bliphemed the Dottrine, delivered by St, Put, he ſhook _ 
5 — 


p F874) 
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(k)v.7- his Raiment,and [k] departed rmto the houſe of one Juſtus 


(ſo we read it after the Greek Copies ) oe that worſhip- 
ped God, and dwelt by the Synagogue; [1] and there he 
abode eighteen Moneths. But the Syriack Verſion ſaith, 
_ (m) Oz?) it was the Horſe of Titus, { and fo [m] St. Chryſoſtome 


= :. ſeemeth, by his Preface to this Zpzſtle, to have found it 


(1) tt: 


r-4 wttiay. jn ſome Copzes:) and the Vulgar Latime, and Arabich, 


Ea reconciling both, The Houſe of Titus Juſtus, or of Titus 


wi 7s #reg@- the Son of Juſtus. 1 you give credit to this Tradition, 
WY thus fairly derived; 'twill return you this Leſſon ; 
U Tiws . - 

That no man ſerves God in vain; that none opens the dooys 

of God's Houſe, nor the doors of his own, to receive God's 

Church inthat loſeth bis Reward, Obadiah, that ſecured, 

and fed an hundred Prophets in Perſecution,received 

(n) Vide, a Prophet's Reward, and [n] (though but a Proſelyre Y 
Munſ. 74 was himſelf made one of the Twelve. The houſe of Obed- 
in 0bad, JZdom, the Gittite, and All that pertained to him, was 
bleſt, for the Ark of God's ſake, that occaſionally turned 

in thither. And T:iu5, a Gentzle, who received St. Paul 


into his Houſe, not onely gains thereby the Lights of 
Faith, and the Incomparable Adyantages of Reiigi- 


on; but is himſelf introduced into the Church, which is 
the Houſe of God, and ſet amongſt the Princes there ; 
being ſingled out to this ſpecial Honour from a- 
mongſt the many, that attended St. Pant in his ſour- 
neyings. Hear this you Noble, and Generous Souls, 
who, in this time of Calamity, have ſpread your Wings 
over the perſecuted Prophets of God, and had a 
Church in your Houle, when they made a Stable of the 
Church. Believe it, God, and his Church pay their 
Ouarters, wherec're they come, and there is not One 
of you ſhall miſs of his Reward. 


{2,) Thee, 


; —_— _ ——— 


F > hd 


there might be ſomething ot Uncouth, -and Barbar 


| I3 
2.) Thee, who BD. fo tins Dear, ſo high- 
ly Uſefall to me, ſo] Titus my Brother, [p] mine own (9) 2 Cor. 
Son after the common Faith ; two very endearing Titles: (v)Tit. i. 4: 
And then, ſo Neceſſary to me; That [q] when I came (9) 2 Cor. 
to Troas, to preach Chriſt's Goſpel, and a door-was opened * 7 13 


unto me of the Lord; I had no res? in my Spirit becauſe I 


found not Titus my Brother : but taking my leave,went 


thence into Macedonia. Upon which Place, with ſome 


others [r] St. Jerome [1] hath founded his ConjeFnre, (r)2Cor.vii. 
That Titus was St. Paul's Interpreter to the Grecians. 7:1... _ 
For, though the ApoiZ/e underſtood the Greek Lan- a4 Fredil 
ouage, and wrote it too Elcgant]! 2 ſt] qu-11 

TAS We D y enough; YET [t] t) Divinge 
. l ng” , Ty OUS um fenſuum 
in ſis Pronunciation, which rendred it not ſo ſmooth, Majetarem 


and paſſable ro a common Greek Ear: (which YJoſe- pno wen o- 


terat Gract 


phus alſo, though [uj a ſpruce Greek [/riter, [w] com- eloquit expli- 


plains of, as both his own, and the general Infelicity pert 
of his Natzon,) Bur, though T:7us was ſo Needfull to ibig. Vide 
St, Paul in this, or ſome ſuch reſpe&t, and ſo Dear, & Baror. 


and Precious in many others; yet the ApoiZle, moſt bg = 
reſolyedly, leaves him behinde in Creet; as He, who n. 32, &c. 
knew moſt cheartully to Sacrifice all his own Advan- LE OW. 
rages, and the tendereſt, and inmoſt of his AﬀeQi- 92m, __ 
ons to the Benefit of Chri#7's Church, and the Intereſt Fixes. | 
of Religion. Let us go, and do likewiſe. He ag 

(3) Bur Thirdly, and principally ; Thee, a /ingle Per- Th 5 at. 
ſon; not a Conſeffory of Presbyiers, or a Bench of El- 719, GONE, 
ders. But this O&(ervaiion, rogether with the next Par- ru& tu» 
ticular, (11:)The Extent: of this Power,as it reacheth the 79m: 
whole 1//:1:4 of Creet, 1 ſhall have occaſion to reſume 
by and by ; and fopals on at preſent. 

There is nothing behinde of the firſt Part of. the 


Text, 


nn ms 5 

Text, but (IV) the — of the pcwer couched, or 
ſuppoſed, in Fgo Ril:gii, 1 left Thee. A cloſe Conveyance, 
by a word, in which there may be much more under- 
ſtood, than expreſt; 77S. A Dcrivation, or 'Tranſmiſsjon 
of Power from S. Pau to Tins, inabling him for the 
Diſcharge of that work, he was enttuſied with. Rel:- 
quit vice ſua; as Haymo (8) well. As if S.P.:ul had 
ſaid, I /eft thee in Creet, my Depity, and Vice-gerent 
there, to water, what I had planted; to build up, 
what I had founded; ro perict, what I had 
begun, Þ|< left thee, ro Refide 77 Creet, (as I be- 
fonght Timothy to abide at Epheſus, copia) to be 
Reſident there, as fixd, and ordinary Governcur of 
that Charch, while I went on {till to preach the Goſpel 
in other Regzcns, where the Name of C5r237 had not 
been heard. In fine, For ths Cauſe was he left, that he 
ſhould -perform fuch ſpecial As, (ordain Elders, and 
reform what was amiſs) and theretore certainly left 
Commiſſioned, and Authorized after the ApoFolicat 
Guiſe,to do thoſe Ads, viz, by- Impoſiticn of Hands,and 
Fpiſcopal Ordination : which is a truc Gloſs, though of a 
(Y,lnTitum, Eſ-ndo: Ambroſe (y) Titum Apoitolus conſecravit Fpiſco- 
pum : and back'd by TheophylaF, and others amongſt 

ER the Grecians, FEmotonCr T8 Keim iycieoronTa. 
But jt will beſt appear, what the Power was in the 
Conveyance, (and conſequently what the Conveyance it 
ſelf) by taking norice, what it was to be in the Exer- 
IL cife of it: and fo 1 go on to the Second Part of my 
Text, in which we finde it deſigned to a double A, 7o 

* Order.and ro Ordaiiny ; Emdogky x x921er, 

(z) Vide 71, In the firſt there will be fome Variety, For *£-- 
Surers Oh dog, being properly to (2) Corret7, or make Strait that 
which 


5 _” 
which 1s Crooked, (not ts ict is wantin?, to which 
it ſeems not to have ſo juſt a Rapport ;) and mn atinre, 
being, in the next Notzon, thoſe things, which arc | 
wanting, ( and therefore not fo aptly ſaid to be cor7ec7- 
ed, as ſupplied or added:) For the according of the 
Terms, I cannot ſee, why the Partzeiple may not have 
as powertull Influence upon the Vers, (to qualific 
Thar,) as That upon the Parizerple; and thall therefore 
make this advantage of the Doubt,to take in the con- 
ſideration of both Jexſes, and ſuppoſe, that 7:tzs is 
here commiliioned, both ro ſ#pply, what was Wanting .; 
and to corret?, what was Amzls. ES, 
Firſt, To ſupply, what was Wanting, And then the 
Nerve, and Emphaſis of the Vere will lie in the Prepo- 
ſition; "rairgy, to do ſomething Additionally, and 
by way of Juppiemert to what was done before, but 
was not ſufficient + Ta Meimyra dyaniieaco AS S. Chri- 
ſoftom (a) to fill up the Vacuittes, and DefetFs, that were (a) Homil.:: 
left, which probably were not a few, in Creet efpccial- 
ly, a Church, ſo lately Founded (but (b) the year before ) (b) vide 
and in which S. P:i7 ſtayed fo ſhort a time, in-which £4792. Ann, 
long i'Works could not be brought abour. Neither let *” 
any Church, though of longer continuance, flatter, and 
ſooth up it felt, with Z204:cen, (c) as if it needed no (c)Apoc.iii. 
ihing. The Jhip of the Church is never fo perfely 77: 
rigg d but ſomething may be added. "Tis ſeldom, or 
never, but ſome p7, or other is lacking, even in God's 
Tabernacle, while ic {ojourns here below, Juſt as in the 
| Material Church; "tis fearce known, but either the 
Roof is open, 'or the Pavement uncyen, the Windows 
broken, or ſome part, or other, 0i the Wall mouldring, 
and dropping away : So in the F7ritnat, cirher whe 
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Light is not good, or the Walking is not anſwerable ; 

'tis well it the Forrndaticn ſtands firm, and ſinks not; 

but the Superſiractions, moſt commonly, want ſome: 

thing, that muſt be ſupplied. And therefore, me- 

thinks, the Inference is ſtrong, "There's nced of a PBe- 
ca) 164. Pe Pop In every Church, that mult (d) learn his Office in his 
{r;ſ. lib. 1. Name, and look about him, be %06- y$2au3; (as 1/idore 
— dds eM £eluſrote appolitely) and, like a wiſe Maſter-builder, 
eury 89, » have a caretul Eye, ever awake, upon all parts, to ſec 
poof = © wharis wanting, and to ſupply ir, 'Thar's the fff. 
mlias Jeb:1e. Bur ſecondly, Zo correff what w amiſs; Things, 
y wy mz that are - faulty, and defective, and want ſomething, 
as ( {c. of their due ReCtitude, and Conformity to the 


Kule; ) tor ſo perhaps the 'T# acimpre may ſignitie , 


(c) Heh. 14 barri and Heſychins (e) ſhall warrant me that Gloſs, 


Aemoy T0 ca | pv FL oh "a 
| AEITES o, Or elle Tx AETOTAK [801 5 things, that leave {heir Rank, 


Lege adm, and fart out of theirplace; and foto be reduc'd, and 

X T5. ſet in Order again. And of this ſort alſo there was but 

roo much in Creef. For, to ſay: nothing of the e021 

(1Tit.i. 10. Beaſfs with the Nimble Tongues, and (f) ow bellies 

we finde alſo in this Chapter Jewiſh Leaven to be purged 

(z) Pr. RH. our, and, as ſome (g) have thought, Gnoſtzck Impurity 
lammcnd 

inc.1. 9,16. £0 be reſiſted, (h) unruly, and vain talkers, and deceivers; 

(h)v. 10. (ij) Subverters of whole houſes ; teachers of things, they 

k)v. 16, 9ght not, for filthy Iucre's ſake; (k) Mem, that profeſs 70 

now God, but in works denie him,being abominable,diſo- 

bedient, and to every good work reprobate. So that, for 

oughr we fee, they might well cnough deſerve the 

black Charafer,the Proverb brands them with, amongſt 

| (1) Karrde the Teja Kedmm wine, the three (1 ) very infamous Na- 

£45 $6976) 77005, that began With C. Tor ſucha ſuper fiuzty of Naugh- 

at itneſs St, TPanut here defigns a proportionate Corredive, 

| and 


and. ſends T:tus,and his Elders, amongſt them, to bring 
them into better - order, by a: threefold Inſtrument, 
7 DoFrina, Cenſura; all in this Epiſtle, and in this 
Chapter. Y = —_— 
(1) Vita firſt, by the Example of his holy Jife.(m) In (m) Chii:7. 

all things ſhcwing thy ſelf Timy xaiy tgyor, 4 pattern 

of good works, For, as S. Ambroſe (n) excellently, 14 (n) Lib.1o. 


E ;ſt.S%. ad 


of others is Shap'd, and mode ds: Or as (0) I/idore Pe- LS. k 


Et 7m ©- 


cence it ſelf, you know, may be; nay,' but a Bzſhop ev. _ 
muſt be yoid of Suſp:cz0n too, as well as Crime. Ay, "Ga 
that's the- way to ſer all right indeed : For ſo fair a Co- jeran. 
pie, plac'd in ſo good a Light, reacherh it ſelf; and eve. 
ry One, that runs by, will read it, and firive to write 
Seb. 5 RE OL, | Ns Het 
- (2) Bur Secondly, Dofrina; by ſpeaking the things, 
that become ſound Dofrine, (q) For a Biſhop muſt be (q) Ch. iix. 
able both (r) to exhort,and to convince the Gainſayers: (s) (*) Ch-i.g, 
In Dofrine ſhewing Vncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, wy yo ” 
ſound Speech that cannot be condemned, that he, that is © 
of the contrary part, may be aſhamed, &c. hg 
(3) Cenſurz, That muſt not be forgotten, . as being 
chiet in the Eys of the' Text, No; the Garden of God 
muſt be weeded ſometimes, or, like the $/uggard's Vine- "IN 
| 1 ns £ i . - 2 (t) Proy. 
yard, (t) "twill toon be overgrown with Nettles, and XXiy.30, 31 
: D = Thorns, © 
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Thorns, Even Chriſt's oe, PR be pruned too, or twilt 
run out, and ſpend ir ſelf in fruitleſs Luxury. - The 
Lamps of the Temple will burn faint, and dim, if they 
| be nor trimmed, and dreft, and fnuffed now, and then. 
> And therefore, though the Tables of the Law, and the 
Pot of Manna be inthe Ark; yet 'tis not a perfe&t Em- 
 - *  Bleme of the Church, unleſs the Rod of Aaron be there 
_ too: and without Zurud:ion, and T iſcipline, we ſhall 
1 _ finde, the Word, and Sacraments will not have 
o poweriul an Influence upon a loofe, and a de- 
6) Contra bauched World. Epiphanins (u). obſerves, Thar Moſes 
nya cole was ſent into Egypt ©2649 wim. Some while after he in- 
þ ehng "<ſtitured the Doves and received the Law, and con- 
| '  ſecrated Aaron, and his Sons, to the Przeff-hood; but 
he carried the Rod of God with him in his hand. No 
bringing up the Iſ-ae} of God out of Egypt without it. 
And 'tis that Rod therefore, which S. Paul here puts in- 
to T:itus's hand, when he bids him Corref what s« amiſs, 
(v) *amni- in the Tixt; and Rebuke evil doers (v) ſharply, and (e- 
WaidS werely, v. 11. and Stop the mouths of ſuch, as teach, what 
(w) Men? they ought n0t ; V. 13. Nay, and Rebuke them (w)with all 
mii Gre 1:thority, nor ſuffering his Monitions to belighted by 
any : Ler no man contemn thee ; Ch. ii. v. 15. : 


Yi 


Nay, if Corrigas will not ſerve the turn, be a Word: 
roo low, S. Jerome, upon the place, and, after him, &z- 
dinal Cajetan, have added a Cudzt to its Stature, and ad- 
vanc'd it into Super-corriga5; Which yet perhaps ar- 
rives not the fufl Altitude of the Greek. For 94g 
is a Decompound , and, if 9) be tro make ſtrait, or 
right, Joey 18 throughly to do it, and Foghey TO do it, 
not onely exa#Fly, but over, and over agarn.s, Chryſofiom 


— 
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and S, Jerom ds notice of this Emphaſis, and (x)In locurm 
Nate it thus; That, *where as S. Paul had corre- 
*ed ſome things, and ſo far; Titus ſhould go on, 
* where he left and compleat, what he had begun; 
* bringing them yet to another Teff, till they came 
* forth, like Gold, more than, once tryed in the 
* Furnace. 

An Hint, which will perhaps be too greedily catch'd 
at by thoſe, ro whoſe Adyantage ir was never intend- 
ed. A ſort of Mey, that are all for Super-corrigas ; but 
'tis ſtill on the wrong ſide, and of thar, which is not a- 
miſs. The Reformers of the World, and Syndtos of all 
Chriftendom ; Men but of yeFerday, yet wiſer, and 6et- 
ter than all the Fathers;that Over-Correfi,and Over-Re» 
form every thing : corre& Magnificat ix ſelf, before they 
be out of danger of the reſt of the Proverb: Correct, 
not rhe Cretans, and their Amifſes ; but Titus, and his 
Elders ; ſerving all Antiquity, and Patterns of Prime». 
ttve Government, as 0) rerraſſes did his Gueſts, who (9) 'Aey= |} 
ſtill reduced them to the Scantling of his Beds: Sotheſe; wa ave 
cither cutting them /hor?, or Becing them out longer, we <= 4 
till they apply to the juſt Model they have fancied to _— 
themſelves, and would impoſe upon others. Thus Tt © m 
 ?us muſt be ſcrewed up into an Z£xtraordinary, and ſoa -- 

Hs "rn Officer, an Evangeliſt, or a Secondary Apopte 
(as Walo Meſsalinus, and others) not a fix'd, and Ord;- 
ary Governour of the Church of Creet, leſt that come 
croſs to their Defigns: and, on the other ſide, the 
Elders of the Texi muſt be degraded into' commons = 
| Presbyters, leſt we ſhould have Biſhops here of S. 
Panl's,and Titus his own Creation: with how little rea» -. 

ſon in either, we goon to conſider-in, . | 
| D'z 11, The 


gn. St 
\. TT. 'The ſecond At, to which this Power is here de> 
ſigned, and that iS rayarray, fo ordain Elders in +wery 


FY 


Concerning which £/ders, whether of the #-7, or 
ſecond Rank, I know well, what Variery of Op-::ion- 
 harh paſt, even. amongſt mine own Mother's ns. 
Nor ſhall I be nice to acknowledge it;. as counting it: 
our Advantage, that we have more, than a ſingle Fy- 
potheſis, to ſalve the Phenemena, and ſome choice of 
Anſwers, each of them ſufficiently ſecuring us from 
_ the Comtrauittion of the Gainſayers :. to whole Pretenſi- 
ons thefe Elders will be forever uſeleſs, whether. un- 
| derſtood Bz/hops, or common Presbyters,. alwaies or- 
dained, and governed, either by the Apoſtles them: 
felves; or by Biſhops of their. appointment, as they 
drew off. :But, not to leaye it wholly. in the Clouds, I 
| will not doubt to profeſs: mine own ſenſe too, with. 
due ſubmiſſion ;. That the Z/ders in the Text. were ve- 
* ry Biſhops, appointed One for every City,. and the. 
Suburbecarian Region thereot. 3 
nr For this is. moſt agreeable, not onely the Zxpo/+- 
tion of the Antient Church, (the beſt Comment, when all: 
is done,upon dcubttull places of Scriprure;) 
4, - Bur to the Context alſo, which cxpreily calls them 
Biſhops, in the ſeventh verſe. Were it not for this, and: 
what: follows: in- the next P2rticul2r, we were perhaps; 
at liberty ro leave the Word at large in its gezeral ac- 
ception, aS$- it: takes in, both. O-ders, borh uſefull in e- 
fe) 42mm Very City, and- ſo: both ro be ſupplied: by. 7:iz5;in- 
in Tir. res Which '(Z) Oecumenius hath gone betore us, aftirming, . 
aaT2510y x7 That T7145 was left in Creet, to ordain Clerks in every (3 
oO iy? But. we. are determined : .For, though at preſent: 


ey 
I demand not, that ne&&@n, Whereeyer it occuts,. 
in the New Teſtament, ſhould ſignifie a Bz/hep; yer, 
that £75475, doth ſo, 1 ſhall not doubr to 4A till 
I ſee. the Text produced, thar attributes it to ſome Per- 
" ſon,- otherwiſe cvinced to have been no more, then a 
ſingle Presbyter. FÞ 
And Thirdly, and laſily, moſt agreeable alfo ro the 
Text it ſelf, and the Diſtribution ot theſe Presbyters 
by Cities, the Peculiar Seat of ZBz/hops, according to. 
the Scheme. of the Antient Church, and the Method the 
Bleſſed Apoſiies: thought good to uſe in the planting, . 
and modelling. of it, For,. That they Preached- the Go- 
Z ſpel nor onely in Cztzes, (a) but inthe Conmmries adjoyn- (a) wer, 
. ing; yet planted Churches in Cities ſtill, and ſettled OO 
ſeugle Perſens their Succeſſours there, to govern both ii. 49. (5: 
rhe C3tzes, andithe Regions round abour, (from whence *iv- 6, 7. 
a City, andia Church come to be equipollent Terms, even: 
in the Apoſtolccal Writings , and ngog/nen wi Excan-: 
oe in the - Afts (bb): the fame. with meopurwun wn mi /D)ARIiv.. 
in the Text) and yet further, That they leit the 24. &. xvi.- 
Churches of inferiour Cities, and their Bzſhops in de- 4: 5+ 
pendance. upon the Metropoles, which were the Chiet. 
according ro the civil Diviſion, (and that the onely 
true ground of the Superzority of one Church above 
another) hath been rendred as maniteſt, as any thing. 
almoſt in the Eccleſzrſtick Antiquity, againſt all Adver- 
ſaries, (both thoſe of the Hs, and thoſe of the Lake- 
too.) by the Learned; and- well placed Labours of 
thoſe Excellent Perſons in both Pages of the D;- 
prychs, whom I thall not need to name, ſince 7hezr own- 
Works praiſe them in the Gate, Now, I would-ask the. 
Queſtion; It. theſe be common Presoyters, why appro- 
IE | priated 


(2% | 
priated to Cztzes? Were "8 to be none of this ſort 
in the Vi/lages, cr in the Country about ? Or, ſince limit- 
cd to Ces, Why ſhonld we not pronounce them Bz- 

ſhops ? the City being the Biſhop's proper Seat, and He 
the Star of that Cr6; the Angel, and the Intellzgence 
of that Sphere. A Truth ſo Viſible, that Calves, and 

Beza, and many others after them *(ſo tar may Perſons 

otherwiſe of great Leatning be Tranſported, «, nf 
xd/ew Saehion )) tO avoid the Inconvenience, were 
concerned to Tranſlate xa may here Oppidatim, (El- 
aers in every Town -) nor, as ſome others, leſs Intereſſed 
Perſons, may, perhaps, be thought ro have done, to 

_ gain the advantage of that d:fributive Termination, 
which: no Adverb from Czwitas, or Urbs, could afford 


(4) Sec Mr. them : bur, ſc] I fear, for ſome other Deſign perhaps, 


Hooker 5 to make the Taterpretation of the Text (a Prattice too 
Preface. 


Uſual with them, & other) to /:cquay it to the eſpout- 
cd Opinions, and to ſerve. the weis fs, and 1o to 
whip Thealogze with Grammar's Rogs; but ſo- looſely 
bound up, thar ar the firſt ſtroke they flie in the Air, 
and prove ineffectual; every Alphabetarian knowing 
well, that the Zatine of is Ur6s, or C:zvitas - and Op-. 
pidum, in the preciſe propriety of Lauguage(which ought 
in ſuch caſes to be kept) rw at the-moſt, in middle 
ſtate betwixt a Cy, and a Dp; and in the antzenz 
Grits, Higheſt. £2 
And now, I ſhall not take upon me as ſome have 
done, to number the Cztzes under Titas's Jurisdittion, 
(c)Centum "Tig true, in Homer's Time CYeet was *eranuro, [e] fa- 
urbium Cla-. Wa OEM . oo IE 
ra fam. mous for its hundred Cities: But in Polo $ Age they a- 
Plin.lib.4. roſe not to half the Number ; and P/;n9, having named 
Cap. 12, En abou 


(d) Glol. Gloſſes [d] no MOTre then TToab voy 4 Crtitarula at the 


23 
about forty, ſaith alaint* 2 | of the other ſixty memo- 
ri4 extat, nothing remained bur the Memory, In the 
| Tmes of the Greek Empire, they were about twenty Juf- 
fragan Biſhops, under four Arch-Bifbops, as Maginus (f) (/InGregvr. 
reckons them up; bur, at this day, under the Vene- © Mg 
ian, not halfſo many of either ſort. So variable are 
theſe Proportions, according to the Fate of Cztzes, and 
the daily Change of the Czw:z7 Partition, Who would 
look now for the Throne of a Primate in Caer-Leon up- 
on Us&? or rake in the Ruins of Carthage for St. Cypri- 
an's Mitre? He that ſhould underrake a P:/gr:mage 
ro Cyeef, to viſit Titus his Metropolis, would in vain en- 
quire for the once-Famous  Gortyna, and not finde ſo 
much of its Duſt together, as would ſuffice to write 
its Name in. That renowned Septenary of Aſia, of od, 
not onely £p:{copai, [g] bur Metropohiticat Churches, (s ) See the 
where are they ? Cites may fail, and Bz/bops Sees with Lcarncd 
. them : Stars have their Viciſſitudes ; may riſe, and fer We olons 
again : Canaleſticks are moveable Uten/ils, and may be D:/courſes of 
carried from Room: ro Room: But Kant may is the 9-3-4 
ſtanding Rule, and fails not ; a Cty, and a Biſhop, ge- and the Pro- 
nerally adequate to one another. For as, on the one 24a &- 
ſide, an Un:verſal Biſhop, with the whole World for his 
7urisdiftion, is a proud Pretence, and too vaſt for Hu- 
manity to graſp; ſo, on the other ſide, Ruarl Biſhops 
t00 is a poor, and mean Deſign, and not onely retrives 
>| the Italian Fpiſcopelli, ſo ſcorned at Trent ; but worſe. 
As He divided the $/ream into fo many RiÞts, that it 
| Toft ixs Name, and Being; ſo theſe, by a too minute Di- 
viſion would Cantonite the Dignity, and degrade it into. 
nothing at the laſt; as the Roztelets, and perty Kings of 
Fuedor, do but diminiſh Majeſty, and take it down in- 
———— SM 
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(b) Concft, to rontempr. (hþY 0 G4 St Sl u 7 9 695. Not 1114:7 
7 +a cs, aut vills, aut (i) modica civitate ;*No Biſhops there, 
(i)q.d. Non (K) Lefi they grow contemptible; fo run the Canons of the 
: Niger - Antient Church, both Greek and Latine, And therefore 
Gat nomey Oe twelth Connect of Toledo (T) unmitered one Conuildns, 


Epiſcopi, formerly an A&6ot in a little Village, and diflolved the 
(303-716 Byſboprick, which (m) Bamba, the Gothick King had 
F*;mbz. Violently procured to beereCted there; and that by, au- 
(n) ipr:ms thority of this Rule of the Church, and the very ram mw 


Epiſtol | | 
Pault "in of my Text, (n) which they analy plead in the Front 
Diſcipulo,ut of their Decree, to jultifie their proceedings. 1 
Ep:ſcopos per + Hes C4 MY G 
2 2.05 Amongſt theſe ſo many Cities in Creet, Goriyna was 
conſtituers then the Crvil Metropolis, as Solinns, (0) who lived in 
—_ ;t< that Age, informs us : and in the next Age, we arc ſure, 
eDH, KC. : : nl . | 
Concil, the Eccleſtaſtical Metropols too; there being ſtill exſtanr, 


Merlin. in the (p) Church-Story, the Inſcription of an Epiſile,that 


orb, plainly-infers it. For Dzony/es, that renowned Biſhop 
(0) Cap.t7. of Corznth, who flourithed about the middle of the IG 
ftipari Ur. cond Century, and ſtands ſo highly commended 'in Eu- 
bibus—qua- ſebins for his Catholick: Epiſites, ſeven. of them. being 
74m princte there mentioned ) to ſeveral Churches, and their B- 


ts eft pe Su 
713; Goriy- ſhops, or,as S, Jerome (q) hath it more diftinaly, Ad a- 


(p) Euſeb. Larem Urbium {9 Provinciarum Fpiſcopos( ſome of them 


AA being written to inferior (ties and Biſhops, other to 


_ bog Script. Mother-Citzes, and their Metropolitans, and ſo to whole 


Ecclef. : Provnces) 44monelt the reſt ſent two into Creet - the 
(r ) TT295 ood 


K-72; x + One, of the tormer ſort, to Pinyin, Gnoſſie urbis Epi- 
Hlivro 7 {crophm, as S. Jerome, or as Euſebins,(r) To the Gnoſſians, 
"i, and Finytus, Biſhop of that Dioceſs onely : the Other, of 
(5,754 the later ſorr, and ina different Style, (s) To the Church 
£4014, 75 about (or, belonging to) Gortyna, together with the reft of 


/ 
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| (25) 
the Dioceſes in OCreet, 
their Biſhop, that is, not onely, of that Church of Gor- 
ty1a but of all thoſe Dzoceſes, ('Exiwny as3!, not ewii;) 
whom therciore S. 7erom ſignificantly quahfies Epi- 
ſcopum Creteniem, vor eff urbrs Gortyne, Biſhop of Gor- 
11122, & eo 10mm Of all Cree roo. Enough to make E- 
vidence, that Gor/y7:2 was the Metropolis of Creet, even 
in the Chriſ{:an accompr, very carly, and long before 
the Conncel of Nice; (whatcyer hath been pretended to 
the contrary, ) and probably in the Epoch of the Text it 


and in it acknowledgeth Philip 


ſelf; fince cven then it was certainly ſuch in the civil 


S$:yle, moſt confelledly the Ground of the Chriſtian 
cſ{tabliſhment (for ſure, it was not Chance, or Lottery, 


that produced a perpetual Cozncidence) both rhere,and 
clſe where the World over. 


| And, now, let me lead you up tothe top of Mount 
Ta, the proudeſt Height in Creet; from whence 


Geographers tell us, we may deſcry both Seas, and ſee 
all the Cities, like a Crown, in Circle about it. There 
ſet us make a fiand a while, and look about us, and 
conſider holy T1795, with thoſe numerous Pl mtations, 
and Nurſeries of Primitive Chriſtianity,diſtributed,as it 
were [t] Arectatimm, like ſo many diſtin&t Beds, and 
Knots in the £den of God, planted, and watered, and 
dreſt by Apoſtolical Hands, all under his care, and cu- 
ſiody. Conſider him (by way of Recollef:on) under 
the Varicty . of Circumſtance, wherein the Text hath 
hither ro preſented him- to our Meditations Conſider 
him a /ngle Perſon; no Collegues, no Compeers, no Co- 
ordinates, For,as our Lord promiſed the Keys, (and, 
doubtleſs, ſo gave, as he had promiſed them ) not to a 
College, but to /ingle Perſons, (u) 7ibi dibo-& gued 


4 
que 


(t) Tlegnat 
@egehe 


(vu) Matth. 


UN xy1. 19, 


C26) 
que (Ti) ligavers : So the Apoſiles, at the next remove, 
S. Paul here, I am ſure, ſor One entruſis all, not ro 
Communities, and Con/iſtories, but to Individuals; for 
ſo runs the Style, Ego Te-ut Tu ficut ego Tibi, all Perſo- 
nal, and Particulax. Confider him determined to a 
fix'd, and conſtant Reſidence, lefr, and ſettled in Creer, 
the Ordinary, and perpetual Governour of that Church. 
For we, ought to have more regard to Reaſon, and the 
true Nature of things, than to pronounce him an Ex- 
traordinary Officer ; who, for ought appears, is im- 
powered to none, but As of Ordinary, and conti- 
nual importance to the (ZEurch- and more Reverence 
for the bleſſed 4poſile, than to think, he would iſſue a 
Commiſſion, tull fraught with Jes of Perpetual Uſe, to 
a Temporary Delegate, who was perhaps next day to be 
exauttorated, and neyer to have any Exerciſe of them. 
Conſider him, yet further, inveſted with a Plenitude, 
and Sufficiency of Power (not onely to Preach, and 
Baptize, and fo to beget Sons to God, and the Church, 
which is the Presbyrer's and, for ought I know, - the 
whole of the Evangel:ſt's Office ; but alſo) both to Or- 
dain Elders in all the Cities under him, and ſo to beget 
(7) Conrra {piritual Fathers too, as Epiphanius (w) diſtinguiſheth ; 
Hereſlib.z. and then (as, in the old Paternal Dominion, they ruled 


. .contr, 


contr- Whom they had begotten) to govern, and regulate 
"©. whom he had thus ordained, even all the Biſhops of 
thoſe numerous Cities. Whence the Queſtion of our 

(x) Apud Reverend and Learned (x) 7ewe/ moſt naturally pro- 
Rev. Uſie- ceedeth, Having the Government of ſo many Biſhops, what 
ran = may we call him, but an Arch-Biſhop? (and I add) of fo 
many Cities, what but a Metropo/itan ? I ſay, Conſider 


all this ſoberly, and maturely, and you will not diſa- 
vow 


$91 | 
yow me, it Ifay, That © DAMP ſhall drive us out of 
this Creef, thus ſlrongly Garifoned by S. Paul, and his 
Niſciples, and ſlight and diſmantle fo many Strengths, 
and Fortreſles of the Epiſcopal cauſe, as there were 
Cities in that 1/and, and extort out of our hands this 
grcat Inſiince of fo many Biſhops, ordained, and go- 
 verned by their own Metropolitan, ſo high in the firſt 
Hge ; will be a very Pyrgepolices indeed, (y) qui Legs- (F) Plante 
ones Spiritu difflat, and deſerve the Sur-name of Creti- 
c115, better than Metellns the Roman, that ſubdued the 
T fland. 


For our parts, we are not aſhamed of our Conform:- 
ty ro ſo Primitive a Pattern; nay, we glory in fo hand- 
ſom, and innocent a Syncretiſm: For we are not bet- 
ter, than our Fathers; nor wiſer, than the Apoſiles of 
Cirift himſelf. And, had we been of their Counſc], 
who not long fince pretended to reform us according to 
the beſt Examples, we might have beſpoke them, as 
| once S. Paul did thoſe over-haſty, and unruly Mar:- 

ners, (who would needs put to Sea, when Sailing was 
dangerous, and thrive accordingly, being quick| 
forced to abandon the Helm, and to let the Ship (z) (=) Act. 
drive, being not able to bear up againſt the Wind" 05" 
(2 ) "El wy, 6 dvIgcs, wh did ysour Sad Tis Keillns* SYS , you (a)Verl.z1, 
ſhould not have parted from Creet in the Text, and ſo have 
gained (b) harm, and diſgrace, If really you be in (b)Ibid. | 
gueſt of the beſt Examples of modelling a Church, you 712% 1.9 
may certainly finde here as fair, and as pure 1deas, and * 
as well worth your Imitation, as the more Modern 
Platform can afford you; which [c] I have reaſon to (c) SceMr. 
believe the famous Authour of it intended not at firſt a fc to 
Pattern to other Churches, but an Expedjent to ſerve 

| E 2 | : 


the 


19108 


| F2$) _ | 
the preſent Enxzgent of his PR ina 7iniFure ſcarce 
capabie of any thing better, and which, I- am periwa+ 
ded, the learnedit, and wiſeſt, and moſt Pivius of his 
Followers would gladly rclinquiih for ſomerhing 
more perfect, and Primitive; would rhe Neceſſities of 
their preſent Condition (which have vo Law, but 


much of Zxcuſe tor thoſc, that really lic under them 
_ permit them the Happineſs of ſo bleſſed an Ex- 


change. Which God in mercy ſend them. 

And fo much of the Second AF, to which the Power 
is here deſigned, and that is the Ordaining of Elders, to- 
gether: with the Diſtribution of them kar wav, In e- 
very City one. | | 

I have but three words to add of the 7h;rd Part of 


' my Text, and that was, the Limztation of theſe Acts to 


the Apoitle's Preſcription ; All muſt be'ſo done, even as 
he had appcnted. So, in regard of the Variety of the 
Offices themſelves, and their leveral Subordinations ; So 
in regard of the Choice of the Perſons, and their requi- 
fire Qualifications; and Fo alſo, in regard of the Rztes, 


and Ceremonies, and Manner of Ordaining them : ſtill, 


"Qs £7) NeTatZa ul * All, AS I had appointed thee. 

And now, if any demand, Where theſe aumtas,. 
theſe ConiFitutions ApoFfolical, are to be found; I ſhall 
not ſend them to Clemens his Book, that bears that 
Name, but to the Univerſal Prafice of the Antient 
Church, in which they are {till in great part Viſible;and 
thence Handed over to Poſterity by Tradition, and con- 
formity- of Pratfice; and by degrees inſerted into the 


| Canons of the Old Conncels, as occaſion was offered, 


and into the Ord:nals of ſeveral Churches. Or, it a rea- 
dier, and more preſent Anſwer be required, I know. 
| not 


& -. (29) 

not where to delign it you neafer at hand, or more 
fall to your fatisfa&tion, than by diſmiſſing you, to 
attend the great Aon, that is ro follow. In which 
you will fee A ſo Grave, and Solemn; fo Pions, 
and Devout ; lo Primitive, and Apoſtolical; and ſo 
exactly up to the Level of the Texr, and the *9, 
Seratdulw Of S, Punt here: that I know not where to 
point you out ſo pregnant, and full a Comment upon 
my Lext, nor what berter Amends to make you for my 
own failings upon ir. 

And yer, having thus haſtily run it over, with all its 
Parts, and Branches, (Some few Sands {till remain- 
ing of that Heap, the Bounty of Your Patience al- 
lows me; ) Fle crave leave briefly. to take a Second 
View of it in the Auditory it ſelf, and read it over a- 
gain in the Face of the Aſſembly, For the better part 
of it, your own Thoughts have already prevented 
me; and every Eye hath ſingled out our moſt Reve- 
rend Titus., .yvicw mh, 4 Genume Son, and Suc- 
cellour of the Apoſtles, upon the very Att? of Con- 
fiutnting terfurigy x7 mi, more, than a whole Pro- 
Vince of Elders at once: Mew, able to abide, and paſs 
with Honour the dreadfull Zeff , that follows upon 
my Text; as being both, for Life, Blameleſs; Sober, 
aſt, Holy, Temperate; and in Dofrine ſound, hold- 
ng faſt the Faithfull Word, as they have been taught; not- 
withilanding all the Diſcouragements, they have 
met with, trom the ſad Condition of our Common. 
Mother. | 

But then for the reſt; I wiſh it were nor fo calie a 
Task, to finde Cyeet in England, with all its Wants, and 
all its Amziſſes, For, to ſay nothing of thoſe more 1n- 

E 3. nNOcent, .. 


2 We: PTA 
nocent, and lefs imporrant Reſemblances, . in which | 
(a) Magin, We Symbolize; (both Iſlands lying in a kinde of (d) Tri- 
pag.182.38, gou betwixr three Poznts, or Promontorzes ; both ſtyled 
By "* dhe Happy I flands by Antient Writers, (Mawejme& (e) 
(f) Camd. and Inſuls Fortimmate [i]) tor the Temper of the Air, 
1 P32:3- and Fertility of the Soil; both denominated from 
Cafimd, thoſe White, and [ge] Chalkie Cliffs, which bound them 
(8) Crer2®” on one fide, [h] Candia 4 Candids, as Alhion ab albs 
wht mule rupibus; both famous for their 7f# Laws, and Ours 
_ foreſt. Ifi- no leſs to be yalucd, then thoſe oft Rhadamanthyns, and 
prod _ 16. Minos, had: we . but the Wiſdom, to comporrt our ſeives 
(h) Magin. to the Obedience of them, as we ought :) I ſay, ro let 
P4g-132.35 al] this paſs, I wiſh we had not too much of Creef 
amongſt us, whether Morally conſidered, in regard of 
their Vices; or Hiſtrorically, in regard of their then im- 
perfef# Condition. 
I would not be miſtaken, as One, that delights to Z:- 
bel a whole Nation at once, (cfpecially mine Own) but 
S. Chryſoftome hath dreſs'd an Fpologze for S. Paul in this 
(i)InTir. Particular , by diſtinguiſhing, | 1] oy v6enrs mm ifs, 
e_. edng He did 3t not to injure any, but out of kindueſs, 
and pure love to reform them: Juſt as our Bleſſed Lord 
uvelz haudgein, Taith the ſame Father, a thouſand times 
reproached the Scribes, and Phariſees : not becauſe they 
had wronged Him; but leſt they ſhould harm, and deſtroy 
others. And ſo St. Paul, with the ſame Aﬀettions abour 
(&)Gal.iii. 1 him, cr2es, [k] O znſenſati Galate! to one Church ; Are 
: you ſuch Fools? and here, 
$13 | (1) Kenrrs de} Veugat , ning Feld, age ges coal. 
That Poez was, I think, a Prcphet indeed ( other wile, 
than St. Paul meant. him) and ſang of us too: and in 
that Verſe the preſent Age may ſec its Face, and Bluſh. 


I 


wo 


' 
— 


| A453. $ 2h 
I appeal to your better F” £08 if we have not out- 
vyed the very Cretans themſelves in the firſt Partzcu- 
Iar; and in a worſe kind too lied for God's- ſake, 
and [m] talked deceitfully for him, What pions frauds, (m) Job 
and /oly Cheats ? What flandering tht footſteps of God's Xl 7+ 


Anointed, when the Interef# was to Blacken Him? 


Whar falſe accuſing of our Brethren, ay, and of our F3- 

thers too? that we might devour the Man more righteous 

than our ſetves? Pliny [n] hath obſerved ir, Nullum (n)Lib. 8. 

animal maleficum in Creta; and Sol;nns [0] adds, Nec SC | 
p.17. 

ulla Serpens : But they ſhould have excepted the 1n- 

habitants ; for they were ww weia (and [p] this Wit (p)v. 13. 

neſs, 1 am ſure, # 7rue;) not onely Emil Beaſts, as we 

tranſlate it, but Venemons too: and1I wiſh there were 

no other 1/4 could thew Vipers too many, that have 

eat out the Bowels of their Common Mother, and flown - 

in the face of their Political Father, without whoſe be- 

nigner Influence their chill and beunummed Fortunes 

had not Warmth enough, to raiſe them to ſo bold an 


Attempr. "Tis unwillingly, that 1 go on to the reſt of 


that CoarafFer: bur your own Experience ſhall Juſtify 
me, if Ifay, that the ;avo; dou. that remains, hath 
been ſince exemplified in ſome other Scene ;.:and our 
Idleneſs, and Fulneſs of Bread, thoſe Sins of Sodom,have 
I fear, long tince procliimed it to our faces. And now 
I cannor wonder, if it be obſerved from the Records 


of H:ſtory, (as (q) Grotins afſares us, who knew them (q) In Tir. 


well) that the Cretans were (and 1 wiſh, there were no." ** 
other ſuch) a »2utinons, and a [editions People ; and had 
but roo much. need.to be put in minde by T:ztus, to be 


ſubjeft to Pincipalities, and Powers, and io obey Magi- 


rates: For [r] the men of Shechem eat, and drinkand (r) Jud.ix. 
__— 


Con 

{then moſt narurally go on to) cairſe Alimelech ; (Ay, 
and Datid they would have done, had they lived in 
his Time, and the Flagcn heid out) for when our Pel- 
Les, and our Heads, are tull, then Vo be to our Gower, - 
_ ours; and Wealth, and Eaſe, and Hating nothing to dr, 
makes us ripe for any thing, that is Evil. There were, 
amongſt the new Coxverts of Creet, fome falſe Brethren 
(ſ)v.1o. {|} of the Circumciſion; for the ſtopping of whoſe 
- © Mouths, as ſome have thought, and Sr. Chiyſoficr 
amongſt the reſt, Sr. Paul in chiet deſigned this Fprftle, 
And. } ſhould be glad to be affured, thar there are nor 
' ſome amongſt us, who, though they I ve nor to Bleed, 
yer, I am' airaid, arc too prone to 7zd49i2e in fome 
other Inſtance, and ro :retrive ſome other part of the 
Moſnical Pedagcgie, which, perhaps, fuits no better 
(t) Gal. y.1. with that (rt) Z26eriy,to which Chriſt our Lord hath called 
| us, andijn which we ought to fiand faſt, "Tis with much 
Reiuctance (could I balk it ſo ſull in my way) that 1 
ſhew you the Creian Labyrinth, that nor long ſince, 
I am ſure, was ameong{t. us (God grant it be not 
ſtill) rhar inextricable, and endleſs M1ze of Errours 
and Hereſies, that cvery day opencd ir ſelf into new 
. Paths, and Allics; dividing, and ſuddividing into ne- 
ver-ending Miſtakes, till they had abaſed, and almoſt 
deſtroyed Keligion wich abominable Heterogeneous 
Mixtures, and left the little Semblance of Chrijtianity, 
was Jeft amongſt them, an hideous Monſter, or M:no- 
taur, Semiboremque Virum, Jemwirumgie bomem : ---Je- 
ruſalem, and Rome, party per pate; with Geneva, and 
Cracovia,if you'll have it quarterly; Ay, and Mecca too, 

I fear, in chef to embelliſhthe Srurcheon, 
Bur, is there no Theſes, no generous Heroe, to 


allague 


pn C339 -- " 
- attague this Monſter? no courteous, and. tharitable 
Ariadne,thar will lend a Clew, & help us to diſentangle 
the ruffied. $c479, and? to evade theſe perplexed wan- 
drings ? Hath our. Cree#. no DiFamnu in it to expell/ 
the Arrow, which ſo long hath. galled our ſides? no | 
Connrer-poiſon for ſo many Miſchicfts? Or rather, in- _ 
the Prophetical: Scheme, [u]} Is there no Balm'zn Gi (v)Tervith ; 
lead? Is there no Phy/itian there? Yes; there is: And *** 
therefore: let: us hope well of the healing of the Wounds 
of the. Daughter of our People, ſince they. are . under 
the Cure of thoſe very Hands; upon which God hath/ 
entailed a Miraculons Gift of Healing, as if-it wereion 
purpoſe to. raiſe up our: Hopes into ſome: Confi- 
dence, that: we: ſhall owe one- day to NT 
hands, next under God, the healing of the Church's and: 
the Peope/'s:Evils, as well, as of the King's. Bleſſed. 
for.. ever be: that. God, who: hath reſtored us: ſuch-a; - 
Gracious Sovercign; to bethe[w?] Repazrer of the breach, (w)Ifa.lvis 
and the Nurſing Father of bs Church: and hath puv it © 
into-the King's Heart, to appoint Tztns, as this:Day, 70: 
Ordain Elders for every City,to ſupply all,that s wanting, 
and to corretf, what ever i5 ok Bleſſed are ouy eyes; 
for they ſee that, which many a Righteous man.(more- 
Righteous, than we). deſired ſo much. to ſee, and hath | 
207 - ſeen: It.. And: blefled be this'Day, [x] (Let God(x)Jobiii4 
regard it from above,and a more,than common Light ſhine 
upon. it !) in which we ſee the-Phenix ariſing from her 
uneral Pile, and; taking Wing: again; our Holy Mo- 
zber. the Church: ſtanding. up from the Duſt,and Ruins. * ' -? 
in whch- ſhe. ſate :ſo long; :taking [y] Beauty again for (y) Ialzi.gi\ | 
Ajves, and the Garments of praiſe for the'ſpirit of Heavi- © © 
neſs; remounting: the Ep:ſcopal 'Throne, bearing the- 
ENT | þ Keys 


/ 
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a golden Girdle under the Paps, tying up All by a 
'' terns, and Preſcripts Apoſtolical. A ſight ſo Venerable, 
Love, and Fear into every Beholder, and an awful 


well with us, ſince we ſtrayed from the due Reve- 


| ©o76 in our way with Thorns, that we could no longer finde 
mer Husband; for then was it better with me then now. 


returned; and T7it#s is come back into Creet; and 
there are Elders ordaining tor every Cry. Bur, Hic 


behinde in Ceer, to take his Eaſe, or to /brep out the 


A 
o 
- 


| Ja;Juvenl ,of-e) and a more rempeſtuous Exrochydon. Believe ir, 


(b) Vide a Biſhop's Robe is [a] Tynica molefta (as the [b] May- 


Baron. Tom. Y Afb? | 
ron. Bn 131" pitch'd Coat was called of old) and fits, perhaps 


" Ogg 


Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, with her, and armed 
"we hope) with the Rod of Diſcipline; her Hands 
read abroad, to Bleſs, and to Ordazn, to Confirm the * 
eak, and to Reconcile the Penitent ; her Breaſts flow- | 
ing with the ſincere- Mz& of the Word; and gzrt with 


{ © meet Limitation, and Reſtrifton to Primitive Pat- 
_ and Aupuit, that, me thinks, it ſhould ar once ſtrike 
Veneration. I may confidently fay it, "Twas never 

rence, we ought to Heaven, and Her ; and 'tis ſtrange, 

BY we ſhould no ſooner obſerve it, bur run a Madding 
 fz)HoC ii, after other Lovers, that ruin'd us, till God [z] hedged - 
them, and then we ſaid, I wil} go, and return to my for- 
Well; Bleſt be: the Mercies of God, we are art laſt. 
Rhodus, hic Saltus. Reverend Father, this is your 
Creet ; adrou it, as you can. The Province is hard and. 
the Task weighty, and formidable, even to an Angel's 


Shoulders. That we miſtake not ; 7:15 was not left 


- (a) Tuwzca Norm, which ſoon after overtook St. Paul at Sea; he 
| punire mole might well expe a worſe at Land (Naufraginm ter- 


\=4 More uncaſic upon the Shoulders, The Mirey is nor 


| (35) 

| gr 2axy, tO render 2101/ible, or imoulnerable; but rather 2 
expoſeth to Enemies. The Rotchet, & the Surphice, Em- . - 1, © 
blems of Innocence indeed, but Marks of Envy too; and - _ < © 
"tis in thoſe Whztes, that Malice ſticks all her Darts. And 
therefore St. Paul was fain to entreat Tezmothy into this 


: *”u 4 
**. 


Dignity ;|c] For ths cauſe beſought T thee,to abide at E- (c) 1 Tims* 
b- pheſus: tor there were Beaſts to be fought with there ;*3- 
and the Apoſtic had tried them, [d] both. Tooth, and (4) i Cor. © 
Paw. So that I cannot wonder, .if our Biſhops - ſay, *- 32- 2 
Nolo Epiſcopari, in good Earneſt: and if any of our : 
fej Laras thruſt forth a haſty Hand, and be lai'd (ce) Genef. . ! 
| hold on, and the Scar/er Thred caſt abour his Finger ; "ks "wy 
'tis not ſtrange, if he draw back his hand, and refuſe © 
| the Primogeniture; chooſing rather to lie hid in Ob- 
ſcurity,quam vintins Purpurd progred, as the great Car- 
dinat [t] wittly alludes. As in Cree# new-Founded, ſo (f Bron. 
in England new-Reſtored, there muſt needs be many Epiſt.ad Pav 
things wantzng, andmuch amzſs, not ſo cafily to be rs 5 app A 
ſupphed, or amended. | Ho | 
When the Lord turned again the Captivity of Sion, 
they made their thankfull acknowledgments, and faid 
in the Fſ2/m, [z] The Lord hath done great things for us (g) pal. 
already, whereof we will be glad, But then it follows <xxvi. 3- 
immediately in the next Verſe, [h)] Turn again our (a-(b) v4. 
ptivity, O Lord, as the Rivers in the South. It ſeems 
their Captivity ( I am ſure Ours) is ſtill to turn agarn, 
even after 'tis returned, For there are Reliques of it 
ſtill behinde; and rhe ſad £Efefs remain, (an Age 
A will hardly be able to Efface them ; ) and, which is 
the ſadeſt of All, we are till, I fear, in capizvity to 
the fame Sins, that occaſioned that; and they are 
able to bring upon us Ten Thouſand Captivities, worſe, 
2 than 


G) Judg: 
X1V. 19, 
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than'-the former. Plai ly, there are R;ddles in our 


Condition, (and whoſe Hezfer ſhall we plow with [i] ro 
unfold -them ?) Returned, and 107 returned: Reſtored, 


and yet of ſoſnlly reffored: ---- in fine, with them in the 
Pſalm, fk1 We are like to them, that dream.Wirh St. Pe- 
ter, [I the good Ange? hath rouzed us, indeed, and our 
chains are fallen off; we have bound on our Sandals, 
and begin to finde our Legs again; and we are paſt the 
firſt, and the fecond Ward : Bur, methinks, the Tron-gate, 
that leads to the Czty, is not over-apt to open to us-of 
its own accord. So that we'wiſt not well, it it'be Tzu, 
and Real, that'is done by the Ange]; (till apt to think 
we ſeea'V:i/ton; Mill 1ihe to them, that dream. We have 
Jeruſalem (tis.true ) and the Hill of $70 in our Eys - 
Yet. many look back ro Babel; and multitudes fit Ca- 


io ſtill'by thoſe Waters, bing, in” with their 


fears, Tf any ahve taken down their Hz2rps from 


\. thoſe Willows, they are not ſirung, nor well zn Tune - 


6&1) v. 9. 


and we ſcarce finde how to ſing the Lord's Songs, even 
in our own Land, 
And therefore let me adyiſe you, now, in the Cloſe 
of All ; Give not over, but ply your Devotzons fill: 
and whenever you ſing In Convertendo Dominns,mn the 


'.\mtdſt of thoſe Doxo/ogzes, forget not to inſert one 
Ver ſicle of Petition, Converte, Domine, Converte : Turn 


again, What remains of our Captivity, 'and perfe&t 
our faint beginnings. Ay, that's the way, if we 
would ſucceed ; Vota dabunt, que belle negirunt. For 
God will hear the Prayers of his Church, cfpecially 
for his Church; as he did thofe of David, Pſal. cxxxii. 
(m)Let thy Prieſts be cloathed with Righteouſneſs;that's 
the'Peritron: and what ſaith the Anſwer gi _ my 

_ erſes 
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Verſes after, (n) I my ſelf) will. choath ber Priefts (6) y. 16; 
(with Righteouſneſs ? ay, and) with Salvation (too. 

Let the Saints ſhout for joy; ſaith the Pſalmiſt : Her 
Saints ſaith God, ſhall ſhout aloud for joy: fo thar 
there's more granted. in both parts, than was asked.. 
S. Pant knew well, that this was the Method: and 
therefore, before he took forth his Son Titns, the 

great Leſſon of my Text, he firſt imparts his Apoſto/ical 
BenediCtion ; (o) To Titus, mime own Son Grace, and (0) y.4 
Mercy, and Peace from God the Father, and the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour. S. Chryſoſtom, and Theophy- 

{aft have obſerved it to my hand, that he beſtows up- 

on ſo great a Bz/hop the ſame common Bleſſing that he'is- 

wont to give. to All, ( Tis noads, x; ni im). Grace, 

and Mercy, and Peace - ay, and no man, as they go on, 

hath more need of it, than He, Not of Gyace; for 

who hath more Burthens, to bear ? more Difficul- 

ries, to go through with ? Not of Mercy - for who in: 

greater danger of offending either God, or Man # 

Not of Peace; having ſo many Enemies on all ſides, 
and ſo. many Troubles of eyery fort. Onely (p) S. 7e- (p)n1ocum: 
ome adds, that here's no Multiplicetur, as in other (q) (4)! Peri. 
Apprecations. Common Chriſtzans may have their S426 
Peace mulizplied. Peace within, and Peace without ; 
Peace with God, and Peace with Mex too; But Titnss 

Peace is //vze Muliipcatione. The Biſhops, and Gover- 

nours of the Church muſt look for none, but-Peace 

with Heaven, and their own Conſciences; (and for that | 
ſenele Pearl, (r) like wife Merchants, they ſell a}, that (r) Marth 
they. have;) As for the reſt, »zzuw wza, ($) that's xii: 46. 


their Loft, and that's their Motto too : they muſt !ook 4 Eecag 


"» 


for Fightings without, $, Paul, in that divine Valedifcry 
EY ——_ F 3 — ——_ 
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_ to the Biſhops of the "TOY of Epheſus (AQ. xx,) 


(rt) 'Weet- 
wolves, 
LoupS-ga- 
70RS. 


though, as he ſaith,for the ſpace of three years together he 


had not ceaſed to warn every one of them night,and day, 
with Tears, (as knowing well both the 4urihen, and rhe 


danger, they ſtood under;) yet (a tender AﬀeCtion ha- ' 


Ving never ſaid enough) he reſumes the Argument, 
(verſe 8.) Take heed to your ſelves, and to all the Flock; 


For I know that after my departing ſhall grievous Wotves 
enter in amongſt you Wor Bag; he bad almoſt faid 
Avxirlewrs (t) Mankind Wotves) thai will neither fore 
the flock, nor Tou; but, by a witty and compendious 
Malice, attaque the Shepherd firlt, that the Sheep may 
be ſcattered, and ſo gleaned up at leiſure. And there- 


fore, Take heed to your ſelves in the firſt place, in 


whoſe Welfare that of the Flock is fo cloſely bound 
up. And yet, after all theſe Caveats, and very' ſeaſo- 
nable Advertiſements, he cannot yet believe them ſafe, 
unleſs he leaves them' under a better Guard, than His, 
or their Own: And therefore, in fe, he kneels down, 


and prays with them, and for them ail, recommending 


them to God, and to the Word of hs Grace. And I know 


not where better 'to leave you, than in the P-ratZzce, 


and aQtual Exerciſe of a Duty to fairly recommended : 


and ſhall ther: tore deſire you, to turn your wearied 


Eyes from Ae, and lift them up to Henven, ( from 
) 


| whence every good, and perfett Gift deſcends) to ſeck 


from thence the Smoothing of al! Difficulties, the 


| Solving of all Doubts, the Caiming of all Animoſities, 


and the Uniting of all Aﬀetions : and to beg of that 
Father of Mercics, and God of all Conſolations, That he 
will (every day more, and more) . 


= 


Turn again our Captt- 


 T:19, like ihe Rivers in the South ; that they, who ſow in 


Tears, 


| (39) aaa” 
Tears, may reap in Joy: That he would ſend forth his 
good Spirit, to move upon the Waters of our Maſſah, 
and Mex:ihah, to digeſt that Chaos, and Confuſion, and 
Strife of Opzn:0ns into one beautifull, and Harmonious 
Compoſure : and finally, That He, who, by the hand of 
his holy Apoſtle, founded this Church of Creet in T;- 
74s, and his E/ders, in a meet, and decent Imparity, and 
Subordinatiou, would - maintain his own Ord;nance a- 
mongſt us alſo, and juſtifie his I=ffztutzons ro the ut- 
moſt again(t all Gainſayers; That the od of Aaron 
may again #ud, and 4loſsom, and bring forth fru:t a- 
mongit us; That his Urim, and his Thummim, may be 
with his Holy Ones; That he would bleſs their Subſtunce, 
aud accept the Work of their Hands, and ſmite through the 
Loins of them, that hate them, that they riſe not agazn : 
Thar ſo there may never want a Succeſſion of Holy Bz- 
ſhops, and Prieſts, to ſhine, as Lights in the World, hold- 
ing forth the Word of Life; 7/// we all come im the U- 
nity of the Faith,and of the Knowleds of the Som of God ,un- 
to that Perfection, and Fulneſs of the everiatting King- 
dom: To the which,God inMercy bring us all,chrough rhe _ 
Merits of his dear Son. To which moſt bleſſed Fiy- 
ther, and Son, with God the Holy Ghoſt; be aicribed 
by all the Creatures in Heaven, and Earth, Bleſſme, Ho- 
our, Glory, and Power, both now, and for eyermore, 
AMEN. ——_ 
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